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Retained Hemothorax 
Algorithm

RH: retained hemothorax
IPFT: Intrapleural fibrinolytic therapy

†Unless specific indication for IV contrast

Suspected RH within 48 hours after initial 
intervention

CT scan Chest
(non-contrast†)

< 300 ml RH

Simple, 
asymptomatic 

collection:

Observation

Complex, loculated, 
or symptomatic:

surgical evacuation 
vs IPFT

≥300 ml RH good 
operative risk

Surgical evacuation

≥300 ml RH poor 
operative risk

Complex collection: 
IPFT

Simple collection: 
second chest 
tube/drain


